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SUBJECT: GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA PROPOSES TO REACTIVATE SECURITY ACT 

1 . PARLIAMENT PASSED THREE BILLS TIGHTENING SECURITY 

ON SEPTEMBER l.ONE OF THE NEW LAWS REACTIVATES A SECTION 
OF THE NATIONAL SECURITY ACT WHICH EXPIRED IN 1972 PERTAINING 
TO PREVENTATIVE DETENTION. UNDER THIS LAW THE HOME AFFAIRS 
MINISTER MAY DETAIN A PERSON FOR UP TO 90 DAYS IF THAT 
PERSON IS DEEMED A THREAT TO PUBLIC ORDER AND SAFETY. A 
SECOND LAW EMPOWERS THE GOVERNMENT TO ORDER A CURFEW IN 
AREAS WHERE THERE IS JUDGED TO BE A DANGER TO PUBLIC SAFETY. 

THE THIRD LAW REVAMPS A CURRENT LEGAL PRACTICE OF ALLOWING 
PERSONS CONVINCTED OF A CRIME TO BE SET FREE PENDING RETRIAL IF 
THEY APPEAL THE DECISION. IN THE PAST MANY PERSONS CONVICTED OF 
"CHOKE AND ROB” CRIMES WOULD APPEAL THEIR SENTENCES AND BE SET 
FREE PENDING RETRIAL WHICH WOULD TAKE MONTHS. IN THE MEANTIME, 
THEY COULD BE ARRESTED FOR NEW CRIMES, CONVICTED, FILE 
AN APPEAL AND BE RELEASED SEVERAL TIMES. FINALLY, THEY 
WITHDRAW THEIR REQUESTS FOR APPEALS AND SERVE ALL THEIR 
SENTENCES CONCURRENTLY. THE NEW LAW WOULD REQUIRE THAT 
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BAIL BE POSTED FOR THEM TO BE FREED PENDING APPEAL. 

2. GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS ADMIT IN PRIVATE THAT THE 
90 DAY DETENTION PROVISION IS AIMED AT PERSONS WHO 
COMMIT SABOTAGE IN THE SUGAR MILLS OR CANE FIELDS AND 

THOSE WHO HARRASS SUGAR WORKERS AND VOLUNTEERS WHO CHOOSE 
TO WORK DESPITE THE SUGAR STRIKE. OBVIOUSLY THE GOVERN- 
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MENT IS PREPARING FOR A POSSIBLE CONFRONTATION. UNFOR- 
TUNATELY, THE 90 DAY DETENTION LAW COULD LEND ITSELF TO 
MISUSE. IT REMAINS TO BE SEEN WHETHER THE GOVERNMENT 
WILL EXERCISE RESTRAINT. 
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